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Nuclear
nightma

PAUL FOOT

HORRIFYING new theor
‘comes to me this wee
about deformities in the

children of nuclear sub-
marine crews and workers.
. Two years ago, I reported the
fears of Mrs Pat Davis, whose

husband worked on the nuclear
submarine HMS Resolution.

Her son Stephen was born with a

harelip and a cleft palate.

Pat bhad found four
other children of Resolu-
tion crew members who
were born with the same
rare deformities.

This was at least 15
times the average rate
for these deformities.

The Ministry of Defence
dimissed this as ‘‘a very
sad coincidence’.

Pat thought the defor-
mities had been caused
by leaking radiation on
the Resolution.

In 1990, &n official
inquiry concluded that

RISK: Cdr Rob Green

parents exposed to radia-
tion can pass on cancer to
their unborn children.
One senior government
boffin advised worried
nuclear workers not to
have children.

Pat, by now re-married,
asked Commander Rob

FINDINGS: Pat Davis

PRI
DEFORMED CHILDREN FATHERED BY OUR N-SUB SALORS

Green, a former high-
ranking naval officer and
a member of Services for
Nuclear Disarmament,
to investigate.

Two years later, Com-
mander Green concludes
that all children of all
nuclear submariners and
workers in nuclear dock-
yards could be at risk.

‘‘I've come &Cross
several deformities in
children of junior ratings
on other submarines
apart from the Resolu-
tion," he says.

‘“‘My theory is that the

- danger is most acute for

ratings who stand as sen-
tries when the nuclear
pipes for the submarines
are being welded. The

HMS RESOLUTION: Are children of welders’ sentries at risk?

welders have masks, but
the sentries don't. Even
a tiny dose of radiation
ingested by the sentries
can lead to deformities in
their children."

When Rob Green dis-
cussed this theory in the
Mirror's sister Scottish
paper, the Scottish Sunday
Mail, . few weeks ago, the
response was astonishing.

Ten nuclear sub-
mariners contacted the
paper to reveal cleft
palates and harelips
among their children.

If any submariner's
family has had the same
experience, I would like
to know about it. I
promise complete confi-
dentiality.

!
FANOUS
HE TREASUR
THIS time last

year | wrote about
seven workers in

Southampton who were &

made redundant after a
total of 102 years’ loyal

service to construction ¥

giant Wimpey. Between §
them they got a total of §
£35,500 redundancy pay.

I'm sure they will all &
be delighted at the news &

that five Wimpey direc- §

tors have been made §
redundant since the

beginning of this year. &
Between them the five

will have to make do on £

just £500,000.







— UK ministry sued in deformity test case—

By BERNARD PHELAN

u!
A WEST of Ireland family aml n
claims to have received

death threats from M15 since

taking legal action against
the British government. ea e :

Mrs Patsy Dale is suing the Min-
istry of Defence on
behalf of her son Ste-
BQ (22), who was

rn with B cleft palate
| and brain damage.

She believes the defects
were caused when his
father, Danny Davis, was
exposs‘d to radiation
while serving on a British
nuclear submarine.

The accidént is alleged
to have occurred in 187!
at Rosyth naval dockyard
in Scotland, during a refit
of the sub HMS Resolu-
tion

Mrs Dale, who now
lives 1in Lifford, Ennis, Co
Clare, with her second
husband Gordon Dale,
believes many other

naval families have been
affected by radiation.

But she is the only one,
so far, 1o bring an action
against the authorities,

The historic case could
| open the [floodgntes to
hundreds of similar
claims.

But since starting pro-
ceedings in the late 1980s,
Mrs Dale claims she was
forced out of Britain by

a0 Ral 3 backed cambaign LEGAL FIGHT: Mrs Patay Dale with her case papers




And since resetthng in
Co Clare, she and Gordon
say they have endured
death threats, burglanes
and assaults.

Mr Gordon alleges that
in the last fortnight:

@ Their house was ran-
sacked twice;

® Research papers com-
pried by Mrs Dale were
stolen — and later
returned.

® Three death threats
on paper were pushed
through the letterbox;

® Mrs Dale's elderl
mother, who lives wit
them, was also targeted.

“Last year my wife was
confronted- at gunpoint
by a man in the en,”
said Gordon Dale.

“We have been unable
to identify this person but
believe he is acting on
behalf of British intelhi-
gence in order to Intimi-
date us into dropping our
case,

“There has also been
banging on the windows,
day and night for the past

few months. This has

frightened the life out of
my mother-in-law,” said
Mr Dale.

Gardai are investigating
the claims but have so far
failed to substantiate
them. “We have spent a
considerable amount of
time on the case,” said
one detective.

The Dales have been
supported n their count
claim by a former top
naval intelligence officer.

Commander Rob Green

has uncovered a horrify-
ing gap in salety proce-
dures on British nuclear
subs, dating back to the
early 1970s.

He says crew members
are still being put at risk.

Deformities

Commander Green says
his evidence shows that
the ratio of deformities
among their children is
100 times higher than
average.

Stephen Dale's father

MEDICAL CLAIM: Patsy with her son Stephen
other mothers were hav-
ing babies with similar
deforrmities "

Top London legal firm

was a chief petty officer
on the Polans sub when
she underwent o refit at
Rosvth in 197) and 1672,

His mother Patsy — she
and Danny have since
divorced — said: “When
Stephen was born 1 was
distraught.

“Then I discovered

Leigh Day and Co are
handling Stephen's case

British MEP Alex kal.
coner and nuclear apalyst
John Large also suppon
the move. i
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CIENTISTS have
proved for the (irst
time that expeosure lo
radiation can in-
crease cancer risk in the nesxt
generation. Laboratory (ests
have jsolatcd a mechauism
which could esplain child leu-
kaemia clusters like the one
at Scascale, Cambria, close {o
the Sellafield nuclear plant.

A feam al the Patersan lu-
stitute for Cancer Research in
Manchester has shown that
gperm cells exposed ta radia-
tlon cun produce offspring
vuherable to a sccond “ean-
cer attack™, Inherited damage
to bone marrow “factory™
cells — those which manufac-
{ure other cells - - In mice,
lefl them more vulnerahle lo
8 second carcinogen, :

“We cannot use this labora-
tory rescarch definitely (o ex-
plain the Seascale cluster, or
other Incidencss of leukaemia
In & nonlab environment.”
sald Brian Lord, leader of {the
team and an expert on the of-
fects of platonium on the de-
velopmeant of blond cells, “But
what 1t does show us, for the
first thme, is o polential way

A mechanism - - in which
paternal fixadiation can lead
to a leukuemia risk for the
.neXt generation,

“It shows us how DNA de.
feets can be passed from gen-
eration to generation.”

Previous aticmpts (o find »
link between Sellafield and
the striliing Seascele cluster
in 1990 were widely criticlsed
by othier sclentlsts becuuse of
data collectlon mlistakes,
Mujor studics of children of
radiotherapy palients and
families of atomie bomb sur-
vivors have also failed to
show a pattern suggesting
any ‘hereditary pattern in
cancer.

The Manchester team s
cautions about translating

Hereditary
cancerlin
discovere

FEL Nl 44 @ i

the luboralory experliments
into day-ia-day ife, because of
the highity-controlled tesl en-
vironsment, bt )r Lord de-
saribed the reswis as showing
“a very marked ipcresnse In
leukaemia afler the second
canacer atlack’™. Weapons
zrade plutoium was wsed for
the injtial irnradiation and
second gencralion mice were
then exposed to the carcino-
gen nlivo-uren, which ¢ he
a  by.product of food
preservalives.

The findings, published in
the lalcst issue of (he British
Journal of Cuncer published
by the Cancer Rescarch Cam-
pelgn, were deseribed as an
“Important slep” by the cam-
palen’s director, Gordon
McVie. He said that 1 prom-
ised to move the wedical de-
baie on from the coucept of
beredilary’ cancer tuv inher-
ited vulnerabilily to an unre-
Jatéd second attack.

“It is evidence of damage
belng passed on by futhers in
that way,” he said. "It is the
first evidepce that the next
generatlon cin be more at
risk 10 a yecond ‘hic.”

Dala from the tests shows
{he feukacmia rfsk ahnost
doubling in mice with “fae-
tory™ cells damaged by pater-
pal irradition. The risk was
not passed on maternatly in
the sajme way because similur
plutenitin concentratton did
not occur In the avaries.

I'rof McVie said that the
mcchanism complemented
work commissioned by the
CRC from Leo Kinlen, which
stipgests that clusters like the
Seancale example may follow
“population wixing” in the
Cumbrian case. an solated
community recelving an in-
{lux of Sellafleld workers. in
such cases, widentified viral
infection could form the
secoml attack fingered as the
cause ol sccond peneration
Icukeemia by the Manchester
cXperiments,
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Irradiated sperm
Hnk to cancer

3B AT 5
EXFOSUIRE 1O vianion can in-
“refse the risk of cancer in the
et gpeneration he (':msiu;:' B
damape 1o speym cells. scien-
ust= have found,
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By Jinnny: LAaurancg
Health Editor

the Paterson Institute for Cag-

cer Rescareh shows that in

tmeeexposed Lo low levels of g

d!;.'lmu a1 incroased vulnera-

Lilily g passed down (he
gencrations - biut the cancer
nnl_y developed if (hey woere
Subjected Lo a second lrigper;

- Brian Lord, who led the re-
scarch lcam. sajd thefindings,
publizhed in the Britizh Jour-.
nal of Cancer. @i poy Cxplain
glnn cluster of leukaeniiag CASCS
found arownd the Sellafield nu
clear plant ip Cumbria,

“Hal what it daes show usg
for e firyy line, s g pnlcntzai
Wiy in whicls paternal irradia-
Hon can lead (o an fuerssge iy
leukvemin risk for the next
gcheration. It shows us ligw
DNA defects cian be pasied
from generadon w Eencration,”

Studies in Anmals show (§3f
the ofispring of those oipesed
1 radintion were Nearhe (wiee
wikely 1 develop leukacmin
:.( lieen du.&« «dwith a cineer caus
v1g chemicual g Utagse whose
msie pavents were 1ol exposed
to radiation.
The: findinge by seie
Manel 1CSIer Ty tcopen the de-
bate about the risks to nuclear
Power werkers. It adds to the
lovng - cvidence  ghag
lukacmia iz (he resull of ,
“double it - ipjijal damage
caused by radiating which fn.-
Greases Valnerability 1o g SO0.
m'|d Alavk. such e infection
with a vipys, friggering (he
caneer:
The new study br

nlisly in

aleam nf
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~already produced five new cases.
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Ennis woman s

will

sue: Bntam over
son’s birta defects

By Howard Rose

AN ENNIS woman is lo sue the British
government, claiming that physical
defects her' son was born with were caused
by his father’s exposure to radiation while
serving on the nuclear submarine HMS
‘Resolution.

Solicitors for Patsy Dale in London have
started  compiling evidence of the
radiation contamination Mrs Dale claims
her  former  husband, Danny Davis,
suffered during a refit of the Resolution at
:Rosyth naval dockyard in Scotland in 1970-
7 1. the first time a British Polaris sub had
heen refitted.

Lawyver Martyn Day last month won the
first stage of the courtroom battle by
abtaining on appeal legal limited aid to
pursue the claim against the Ministry of
1)(-|'('ncv.

An_appeal to find other naval families
\\hn may also have experienced similar
problems  among  their. children has

" Most of the new cases invole families
whose children, like 19-year-oiii Stephen
Dale. were horn with a hair lip and cleft
ipalate. Another five cases are also known,
as well as childven who had been born
with hydrocephalus or spina bifid

The normat incidence of haiy lip and
cleft palare « Britain is 1:700 but in the
case of ti . m)l\lli(yn crew, Commander
linh Gri a former Royal Navy
intelligence oifer who is now a leading
anti-nuclear author helping in the case,
savs it was 1:28. “The cases can all be
tracked back to refits or repair work
Auring wle © the fathers were in the
muclear 1 compartment, near pipes
thal con: radioactive coolant and
\\hi( hwere bemg cwt, ground or welded.™

- Many of the fathers involved, including

I\ mny Davis, who is taking no part'in the
((llllp(‘ll\dll(ﬂ' iatm, were non-technical

ratings on welding sentry duty.

The Royal Navy has consistently denied
ils safely regulations are at fault but
Scottish Euro-MP Alex Falconer, a former
Rosyth worker, is demanding an EC
inquiry.

Mrs. Dale and her husband, Gordon, also
helieve they are victims of a long-running
dirty ~lricks campaign by British
intelligence aimed at dissuading them
from pursuing the case.

They say the intimidation started in
1985 after Mrs Dale appeared in a
Yorkshire TV documentary about Bril-
ain’s nuclear deterent. They say that:

B Their Middlesex home was burgled and
research noles, including details of other
possible contamination cases, stolen. ’

W Mrs Dale was repeatedly threatened
face-lo-face and over the phone by a posh-
sounding Englishman.

M In April last year — with the family
now in Ennis, where Mrs Dale's mother,
and aunt live in retirement — Mrs. Dale'
was altacked in the toilets of the
community contre after attending a bingo
session and-again warned off the story.

B In January this year Mrs. Dale was
threatened with a gun after being dragged

_down an alley near her Ennis home.

They claim the intimidation is non-stop.
with the man's VW Scirocco car often
parked outside their home for hours on
end and mail being intercepted.

Police in London and gardai in Ennis
have invesligaled the intimidation but
have been unable to find any third party
confirmation of the attacks. Cmdr Green
believes the attacks are real and that the
lack of witnesses shows the care with
which thie attacks are planned.

Fnnis gardai say their investigations are
continuing.

L~ 29 MARYY




16 A Detective's Tale

Cole told reporters of his frar that someons might be with-
Solding infermation. At the sume tinc.police issueil this
desceription of the wanted man: aged about 30, 50 Oin te
54t 7in tall, sim with fair hair. On 2 April 1984, lvss thar a
toctnight after the discovery of Miss Murrell’s bods, colize
ssued this photo-[it picture:

s
|

f.. ~

The picture was accompanied by this description. Police
saitt the wanted man was ‘white, aged between 25 and 40,
well built and with broadish shoulders. He has medium to
divk brown collar-length finr, neatly groomed, with u
siight fringe. e is clean shaven and has a nareow fiuce and
sillow complexion.” The kitler was scruffily dressed in
cither a grey suit o- blue-piry jacke! and wore light oloured,
but dirty, .training shoes. '

8y this time more than 120 police officers were involved in
the murder hunt, looking, they believed, for a man scn run-
ning along Sundorne Road :nd in the Heatlyiites 'sland area.,

Twodays after releasing the photu-lit pic e s descrip-
o, detectives themselves donned FIOV ST e re-cnacled
e partol the ‘running-man’, Hundreds of pecalow, re quest-
«aned about the man and Do, Chie( supt Coliald roperiers:
s difficult to understard why he hasne: o e fopwird if
e i dnnocent party. Pufice said ater ik gy g -t2ther

atings ol the ‘copnmipe s ., headi b ™ 2 0 T oed Way
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A Dete -tipe s Tale .
At 3 el
des:ribed the anorak. e
In Jaly police issued a new photo-fit picture:

POORTE B

The w nted man was described as being 80-35, of
medium o farge build and bro:d shfmld'r'rs. lic had dark
hrown hiar, which may have been showing ‘.ruccs’of grey,
with deer -set, dark eyes. He was wearing “blue-top’ clothing,
presumal iy an anorak. 4 :

Sy thi time the police had g:lthcrcd. an cnormous nmo'un
of inform.ation about Hilda Muarrell's killing, '1}163' }.m.d also
e in < aich with Interpol (Internatioal Police Liaison
ng:mis’;x.i()ﬁ). The Shrewshury phu‘hlic v et asked to ;
forward information about a red Ford iscort car scen in
the vicie.ov of Miss Murrell's home on :he day of her
al.ducticn and later in the area where ber body v-as fqund.
Police d d not know if it was in any wu. connccted with
the murer, but wanted il dviver to o e ioveard so that
k- coulr be eliminated HHon: inguineea, ‘

But 1 erhaps one of the e i.m.:.u_.»'ug,{ Ve Was thf:
VRS aneRiitol AmeTic e » A n‘f‘Tm-.-*sugatum
tR1) % September JORs e coted T the
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