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Library to close
for new shelving

Shrewsbury Library will be closed
for more than a week later this
month to install new shelving.

Shropshire Libraries said it had
been awarded funding by Arts
Council England to install new
equipment to make library spaces
“more accommodating and accessi-
ble to the wider community”.

They said that Shrewsbury Li-
brary would be closed from January
17 to 26 inclusive. It will reopen at
9.30am on January 27.

Requested books may still be
collected during the closure, from
9.30am to 5pm on weekdays and
9.30am to 4pm on Saturday.

A spokesman added: “No items
will be due back, and overdue
charges will not be accumulated
during the closure period. Please
take extra books if required.

“We apologise for any inconven-
ience caused, and we look forward
to welcoming you into the new revi-
talised library soon.”

Monkey Forest
reopening date

A visitor attraction will open
again to visitors again on Feb-
ruary 10, after being closed dur-
ing the winter period.

Trentham Monkey Forest is
home to 140 Barbary macaques.

The sanctuary at the Tren-
tham Estate, housed within an
ancient 60-acre Staffordshire
woodland, is where the monkeys
freely roam to preserve their be-
haviours for conservation pur-
poses.

Barbary macaques are un-
fortunately highly endangered.
The population of the animals
has decreased by more than 50
per cent worldwide in the last
30 years and there are now few-
er than 8,000 wild Barbary ma-
caques left.

Tickets start from £8.55 per
person and can be booked at
monkey-forest.com

Building a strong
link with charity

Barratt Homes has made a donation
of £500 to House of Bread to help
the charity tackle homelessness and
food poverty during the ongoing
cost-of-living crisis.

The contribution from the house-
builder has supported the services
of the charity which, for the past 13
years, has supported the homeless
and vulnerable throughout Staf-
ford via activities, drop-in sessions
for food and advice, toiletry and
clothing banks, and signposting to
professional organisations where
required.

As well as its primary office,
House of Bread also runs Cafe 43,
a ‘pay as you feel’ initiative intro-
duced in 2017, where people are in-
vited to donate what they are able
to, if anything, and will be provided
with a hot meal.

Adrian Evans, managing director
at Barratt Homes West Midlands,
said: “It’s really important that we
support the community.”

A brutal murder
surrounded by
conspiracy talk

This year will mark the 40th anniversary of the death of Hilda
Murrell, a crime which resulted in a host of different theories

en the
man who
murdered
Hilda Mur-
rell was fi-
nally sentenced to life
imprisonment, one in-
vestigating officer an-
nounced with a degree
of smugness: “I won’t
even say I told you so.”

The satisfaction was un-
derstandable. Hilda’s death
spawned an avalanche of
stories about secret service
skullduggery. Today, the case
would have ignited an inter-
net firestorm of conspiracy
theories, each lavish tale of
Big Brother hit squads swal-

lowed by many as truth.

She was silenced because of her
vocal opposition to nuclear power
and weapons, they say. She was si-
lenced before delivering a withering
condemnation of government pol-
icies regarding radioactive waste
management, they say. She was un-
der surveillance.

The reality appears more straight
forward. The 78-year-old was sexu-
ally assaulted and stabbed during
a bungled burglary at her Shrews-
bury home.
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Andrew George, just 16 and in
care at the time of the crime, then
bundled Hilda into her car and
dumped the poor woman in wood-
land.

Her body was found three days
later. Hilda had died from hypo-
thermia.

The conviction of George some
two decades after the 1984 crime
that gripped a nation should have
buried the tales of shadowy, sinis-
ter forces.

Only two questions should re-
main.

Firstly, why did it take so long
to collar George, a man snared by
DNA advances? He was identified
as a suspect early on in the investi-
gation. He was arrested on another
matter within a week of the crime,
but released after telling officers he
had been in a local branch of Wool-
worth at the time of the abduction.

Secondly, did George act alone?
He has always maintained he was
present, but did not kill the house-
holder. In 1990 double murderer
David McKenzie confessed to kill-
ing Hilda - a claim dismissed by
the Director of Public Prosecutions
on grounds of insufficient evidence.
The victim’s own nephew, former
naval commander Rob Green, pub-

licly stated George’s conviction
“may be unsafe”.

Now the dust has settled, those
appear the only pertinent puzzles
— and they are very much of this
world.

Yet still — and this year will mark
the crime’s 40th anniversary — the
case is embedded by claims of state
collusion. There will be many who
will read this and balk at my belief
Hilda died as a result of a violent
break-in. No government plot, no
“On Her Majesty’s Secret Service”
hitman. Just a known tearaway,
perhaps more than one tearaway.

Hilda Murrell’s brutal death is a
lesson in how urban myths become
a reality when uttered by powerful
voices, how dark folklore curdles
into fact. And the voices were very
powerful.

It underlines our love affair with
conspiracies. We don’t like to de-
stroy them by digging too deep.

But first a confession over my
own tenuous and bizarre link to the
case. In March, 1984, a relative — an
amateur wine maker — asked for my
assistance in collecting birch sap
from trees he’d “tapped” in Shrews-
bury woodland.

He intended to make his first
batch of birch sap wine.

We arrived at the site, close to
where the body was found, to dis-
cover a large police presence. Of-
ficers were taken aback by our red-
faced explanation, but immediately

dismissed us as suspects. To date, a
claim Hilda was executed by birch
sap wine makers after uncover-
ing their nefarious activities has,
thankfully, not been put forward as
a theory. It is one of the few avenues
not explored.

Hilda represented a lost, more
genteel England.

She was intelligent, loved nature,
adored wildlife.

She was a renowned rose grower,
counting the Queen Mother among
her customers, and cared passion-
ately about the environment.

Head girl at Shrewsbury Girls’
High School, she gained a schol-
arship to Newnham College, Cam-
bridge, graduating with an MA in
English and French literature and
Modern and Medieval languages.
Her work during the bleak war
years included finding homes for
Jewish children saved from the
Nazi terror.

Hilda’s family were well-known
and respected and she became di-
rector of their rose nursery and
seed shop business in 1937.

Her life had been peaceful and
free from this world’s worst traits.
She deserved a death mirroring
that existence. As Charles Sinker,
writing in The Times, put it: “It
is an almost intolerable irony that
a life so dedicated to peaceful pur-
suits, and to the pursuit of peace,

Multi-million investment helps prepare site for new housing

Nearly £4.5m has been spent clean-
ing up a brownfield site for housing
—on the condition 20 per cent of the
homes built are affordable.

The West Midlands Combined
Authority (WMCA)  provided
£4.43m for the work on a sev-
en-acre plot between Pool Hill
Road and Doseley Road in Dawley.
The project involves building 36
new homes.

The WMCA said its investment
in the scheme is the latest from
its housing and regeneration pro-
gramme which, in partnership
with industry, is providing new
homes, jobs and commercial spaces.

The need to divert a culvert run-
ning across the land and the pres-
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ence of old mine shafts had made
it financially difficult for private
developers to take the site on.

The WMCA said its investment
has enabled developer Central &
Country to clean up the site and
make it suitable for redevelopment.

As part of the investment, 20
per cent of the new homes will be
classed as affordable — using the
WMCA’s own regional definition,
which is linked to real world local
wages rather than surrounding
property prices.

Nick Laight, director of Cen-

tral and Country, added: “We con-
structed the site adjacent to this
project five years ago and are well
placed to understand the challeng-
es in the brownfield reclamation
costs of this site.

“Sometimes not being naive can
be a detriment in getting the pro-
ject up and running as the chal-
lenges are usually worse than pre-
dicted. With spiralling build costs
this project would not have come
forward without the partnering
and co-operation we have received
from Telford Council, Homes Eng-
land, WMCA and Frontier Develop-
ment Capital.

“Together we have enabled the
project to be acceptable as a com-

mercial enterprise and to enable a
local firm such as ourselves to com-
mit to bringing 36 bespoke homes
forward.”

The WMCA’s investment in the
scheme is not the first housing
development in Telford to receive
backing. Three years ago, it invest-
ed £460,000 to help build 46 new
homes on Southwater Way, close
to Telford town centre, with 11 of
the properties made available at af-
fordable rents.

Councillor Richard Overton,
Telford & Wrekin Council’s depu-
ty leader and cabinet member for
homes & enforcement, said: “It’s
great to see further investment
from the WMCA.”

“The blend of military secrets and
nuclear power struggles created a
heady cocktail of conspiracies’

should have been terminated by an
act of mindless violence.”

The fact she didn’t receive that
peaceful end is not down to men in
grey suits who carry out their work
away from public glare. That is my
firmly held belief.

So why have so many bought the

Hilda Murrell

Session stout takes regional honours as the top real a

A stout brewed at Nuneaton has
been announced as the overall
West Midlands champion beer of
the year.

The West Midlands region of the
Campaign for Real Ale held its an-
nual awards ceremony at the Bar-
tons Arms in Aston.

Regional organiser Shelly Bent-
ley announced Church End Brew-
ery’s 4.6 per cent Stout Coffin as
the gold winner, with silver going to
Hopfather from Wye Valley Brew-
ery in Herefordshire and bronze to
Chocolate and Vanilla Stout from
Titanic Brewery in Burslem.

The category winners, which
were judged during the year at re-
gional beer festivals, included the

theory, hook, line and sinker?

It is, primarily, because of Hilda’s
fervent opposition to the nuclear in-
dustry.

Hilda was murdered before she
presented her own damning sub-
mission, entitled ‘An Ordinary Cit-
izen’s View of Radioactive Waste
Management’, to the planning in-
quiry into the Sizewell B nuclear
power plant. She could not let that
cat out of the bag, it is claimed.

But there was another “area of
interest”. Nephew Rob Green was,
allegedly, one of the few who pos-
sessed full details of the Falklands
War sinking of Argentine ship Gen-
eral Belgrano by nuclear sub HMS
Conqueror. He and Hilda were very
close. Did she have information so
hot its steam would scorch society?

Doubters also felt it inconceivable
the body could lie for three days un-
detected. I find it entirely conceiv-
able.

The blend of military secrets and
nuclear power struggles created a
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following: Mild, Classic Mild, Ti-
tanic; Flavoured Speciality, Choc-
olate and Vanilla Stout, Titanic;
Differently-produced  Speciality,
Enville Ginger, Enville Brewery;
Session Bitter, Hopfather, Wye Val-
ley; Session Pale, Blonde and Gold-
en Ales, Sunshine, Bewdley Brew-
ery; Premium Pale Blonde and
Golden Ales, Hop Twister, Salopian
Brewery; Red Ales, Brown ales, Old
Ales and Strong Milds, Dark Ruby
Mild, Sarah Hughes Brewery, Sedg-
ley; Barley Wines and Strong Ales,
Snowflake, Sarah Hughes; Session

Police search the garden of the home of

Hilda Murrell in 1984

heady cocktail of conspiracies. And
they were endorsed in high places.

Labour MP Tam Dalyell even
announced in Parliament in De-
cember, 1984, that British Intelli-
gence had been involved. They had
executed Hilda while searching
her home for classified documents
about the Belgrano. Those may
have shown the ship was struck 59
miles outside the exclusion zone.
When interviewed by police, how-
ever, Dalyell could not provide evi-
dence that was new or significant.

In 2012, barrister and campaign-
er Michael Mansfield QC told the
BBC: “The major suspects, if you
like, are the security services and
it seems to me it is time that there
was an investigation into their role
in this matter.” He found it “in-
credible” they had no knowledge or
declined to confirm or deny involve-
ment.

In a bombshell 2013, first-person
piece,published by the Daily Mail,
Rob Green stated: “I was a com-
mander in Royal Navy intelligence
at the heart of the Falklands War,
thus I fear it is more than possi-
ble that having me as her nephew
sealed her fate.”

Robert, who wrote a book about
the case ‘A Thorn In Their Side’,
added: “But standing up for the
truth comes at a cost. Our home
has been broken into several times,

Stouts and Porters, Stout Coffin,
Church End and Strong Stouts and
Porters, Black Heath Stout, Fixed
Wheel Brewery, Blackheath.

The award for regional rising
star went to Robin Shields from
Sedgley. The former Black Country
Ales brewer took on several branch
roles for the Dudley and South
Staffordshire branch and took over
as organiser for the Dudley Winter
Ales Fayre in Dudley Town Hall,
which sold out of beer and cider.

Shelly Bentley, who presented
the awards, thanked all who vol-
unteer as committee members, fes-
tival staff and their partners and
families.

She also praised all the regional

computers interfered with, posses-
sions disturbed, yet nothing stolen.
Our mail often arrives in our PO
box late, damaged or even empty.

“I still find my phone calls mys-
teriously disconnected mid-conver-
sation. I do not own a mobile phone
because they can be listened to.”

Mr Green said his aunt had told
fellow anti-nuclear campaigner
Gerard Morgan-Grenville during
an agitated phone call: “If they
don’t get me first, I want the world
to know that at least one old woman
has seen through their lies.”

He pointed to the fact a descrip-
tion of the individual driving Hil-

da’s car did not that
match of George. In
any case, the boy
didn’t know how

to drive.

In the
chopping
sea of claims
and coun-
ter  claims,
there is one

undeniable
truth — Andrew
George’s DNA was
discovered at Hilda

Murrell’s home. He was
there. As one former detective in-
spector said: “His DNA was one in
a billion which is almost the most
you can get.”

No one has ever suggested the
labourer was in cahoots with MI5.

In 2006, the Court of Appeal up-
held George’s conviction. Following
its decision, Detective Chief Super-
intendent David Cole said: “I have
no comment to make at all. I won’t
even say I told you so.”

One detective who arrested
George back in 2003 described the
torrent of conspiracy theories as “a
sign of the times”.

They are even more of a sign of
the times today.

Andrew Harold George

e brew

breweries and their staff for pro-
ducing great beer and all the publi-
cans and their staff who keep pubs
and clubs running.

The award for best maintenance
of pub data went to the Wyre Forest
branch.

Meanwhile, the branch website
of the year went to Shrewsbury
and West Shropshire for including
items listed in CAMRA guidelines
and keeping the site kept up to
date.

The regional campaigner of the
year was Sofina Ali, from Birming-
ham branch, for her efforts in dis-
tributing branch magazines, beer
festival planning and volunteering
at the festivals.

FARMING TALK

WITH
REBECCA GREENHALGH

Shropshire’s busi-
nesses are doing won-
derful things - and
helping to drive for-
ward our county’s

economy.

A new project is aiming to
not only help our county’s agri-
tech and food and drink busi-
ness keep up this good work
throughout 2024 — but to refine
it, boosting their sustainability
in the process.

The Sustaining Shropshire
project is a partnership between
Harper Adams University and
the Agri-EPI Centre which is
funded by the UKSPF and of-
fers businesses the support and
guidance from experts who have
been helping businesses make
the most of what they have to
offer for decades.

Operating across the Shrop-
shire Council area, the project
will work with businesses to
boost their environmental im-
pact while growing their busi-
ness at the same time.

Participating businesses
will work with the Sustaining
Shropshire team - led by Dr
Eric Siqueiros from Harper
Adams and supported by three
Innovation Specialists, Dr Jane
Yardley, Ian Rickuss and Tanya
Postles.

Jane, Ian and Tanya are all
experts in their field — and each
have already helped dozens of
businesses innovate and expand
with their work in Sustaining
Shropshire’s predecessor, the
AGRI project.

They’ve worked with more
than150 businesses across the
West Midlands and Shropshire,
from worm farmers to curry
spice blenders.

Now, with a focus solely with-
in one county, the Sustaining
Shropshire project will take
this good work — and that of
our county’s businesses — to the
next level.

Throughout 2024, Sustaining
Shropshire will be at the heart
of events being run at the Agri-
EPI centre, which are designed
to show participants how to
place sustainable growth at the
heart of their business plan-
ning.

So if you are looking to take

that next step and develop your
business this year, Sustaining
Shropshire is here to help. As
Business Development manag-
er, my role will be to link you
up to the help you need - so if
you're an agri-tech or food and
drink entrepreneur based in
Shropshire, give me a call for
more information about how we
can help your business on 01952
815173.
Rebecca Greenhalgh is
Business Development Man-
ager for the new Sustaining
Shropshire project.



